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Harold Weisberg Iiysttstown, Md. 20734. 7/9/66 

Dear Belfrage, 

:.hen I got home from eshington last evening and hurriedly read your letter of the first 
prior to taking my wife to town for the weekly grocery shipping I was excited, for 
I would indeed like very much to go to the IOJ meeting. But the more I think of it 
■che more I feel I must at least tentatively say no.. Frankly, had I not been too 
tired to answer last night by the end of b two-hour phone csll from California from 
another working on the same subject but in a different way, ay response would have 
been an ecstatic "yes". 

Because I really, would like very much to go and because you are kind to suggest even 
the. possibility, should explain. 



ight now I believe I am doing worthwhile things and accomplishing something. Sittiig 
on a rear pew, in silence, and listening to sermons that, with my recent history, I 
may not agree with, is not something I’d enjoy. It was not alone in the US that I could 
not get my book published. More publishers in Britain said "no" than the average book 
s offered to in the US. Must be about 20 now. In Germany, a single publishes has sat 
upon it for a year, end in all this time I. have been able to prompt but a single 
meaningless letter from him. Her Spiegel has been blowing hot and cold for. about 
eight months, with still no answer. In France, perhaps a hslf-doaen agents declined 
the subject, and the single major publisher who was interested broke his agreement 
m such a shabby way the French Embassy: provided me with free legal counsel. Ho 
response at all from Denmark. Several Japanese agents dicin' t even answer either, and 
the US representatives of Japanese publishers were bored, until about three weeks ago 
when the departing second man in Mainichi, after two months, told me they sent a corny 
to Japan. The USSR cultural counsellor, in response to a letter and a phone call, 
invited me tc see him but whan I arrived at the appointed time I found a oretense he 
was suddenly and unexpectedly called from the office for the rest of the day . '.'.hen I 
^ said I’d sit and wait until an assistant was free, he made an aoually unexpected 
return,' saw me without happiness and without even inviting me to sit and explained 
that they have a policy of not printing what is not earlier printed in the land of the 
author. To my obvious questions he had only ■unembarrassed answers ths t meant nothing. 
Finally he said that, once printed in the US, the US3R might be interested. 'would I 
then receive compensation, I asked? He replied they might . and they might not pay me. 

If they do, it turns out. I’ll he able to spend the royalties only in Moscow. And 
in Czechoslovakia, where the agency was frankly excited by the book, in six months 
nothing has happened... I don’t thinkfc I’d be comfortable sitting in silence, and 1 do n’t 
tnink I’d be appreciated were I to speak, especially were I to read my unanswered 
letter to the Minister of Culture of the USSR, cony to the Embassy. 



<«ere there to be a genuine dialogue, would it be possible to discuss the denial of 
the rights ofawwriters and the various means by which they are suppressed, I’ d really 
want very much to go. But with the subject matter of my book sud with whst it really 
s8ys, as you alone of the reviewers. <se m to have understood, I'd he an uncomfortable 
if not an unhappy guest, especially when I set and let my mind wander over what ^ 
might be doing were Ixstlii working at home instead. 

Also, I am so broke that paying my transportation would not finance it for me. IVe 
have had no income for two and a half years. I began this in debt and iny obligations 
are for me now astronomical. Right now it looks as though I’ll have reason to go bade to 
press shortly, ejpt I haven t paid the printer for the first 5,000, and cannot until 
the .distributors begin to pay me. Although right now it looks that by the time of the 
meeting__ 11 have ^ some income from the book, we have sunk in it the equivalent of 
a out s , 75,000 in time and money, the time at merely minimum Guild rates and the money 
all to be repaid and an not inconsiderable sum that I think the book, with a big 
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If'vou^tMr. W thi f 1 0an 50 sometMn e worthwhile at the IOJ meeting, 1*11 decline 
If you think I can do something worth doing, I *d like to be there. decline. 
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Spanish serialization rights. Referred to London 

where, fortunately, X ^ m agent> 
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